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Most
GB
delivery
£3.50
per
order

You can read
much more about

coir, the social
background to

these mats, and
order online at
OnOnevillage.com

From
weavers’
co-op,
Kerala

3x2M
£90

Ideal for heavy domestic
situations such as hallways,
kitchens, workrooms,
playrooms, garden rooms –
coir (from the husks of
coconuts) is the most
rrobust natural fibre for
floormats. Looks good too!

Our 100% coir mats are woven tight
for maximum durability, and are made to
5 sizes on the loom with proper finishing
around all four edges to ensure
significant structural advantage.
Not cut from rolls, and free from
rubber backing or fabric edgingrubber backing or fabric edging,
ours is exceptional coir
unique to us. Buy at our
Worldshop in Woodstock
or order online.

choose
from
5 sizes:

choose
from
5 sizes:

MORE IDEAS ONLINE & AT OUR ONE VILLAGE WORLDSHOP IN WOODSTOCK

One place;
many ideas

1x
0.65M
£10

Tough, good-looking
floormats, 100% coir
Tough, good-looking
floormats, 100% coir

1.5x1M
£23 01608

811811

2x1.3M
£40

2.5x
0.75M
£30
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THE first new Anglican church 
building in Oxfordshire this 
century is open for worship and 
much more. 

The new Emmanuel Church 
building, in Bure Park, Bicester, 
was officially opened by the 
Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, the 
Bishop of Dorchester, just 
before Christmas. Now the 
congregation has settled in and 
planning how the building can 
be used as a base for the church 
and a community facility has 
started. 

Emmanuel Church was 
founded in 2002 by Christians 
from Bicester who had been 
members of St Aldate’s, St Ebbe’s 
and St Andrew’s churches in 
Oxford. It has a congregation of 
more than 100 members. 

They had met at Bure Park 
School, and when the then 
vicar asked residents what their 
number one need was, the 
reply was a community centre, 
particularly somewhere for 
children. 

The new building will 
therefore not only be a church 
but also a centre for community 
activities and a coffee shop. 

The vicar, the Revd Ian Biscoe, 
said: “Our hope is that this 
building will be a place where 
people will gather at various 

time of the week, to meet with 
old friends and make new ones.  
It will be a centre that will enable 
local people to laugh together, 
cry together and celebrate some 
of the most important moments 
of their lives together.”

Tim Howard, who ran phase 
two of the build project for the 
church said “Now it feels very 
much as though we have a home 

for the church family. 
It is definitely a facility 
that the church wants 
the whole community 
to be involved in using.”

The church has been 
built in stages over two 
years on scrubland between a 
doctor’s surgery and a nursery. 
Its foundations were laid in 
2009, but work began in earnest 
in October 2011. It includes a 
big hall, four meeting rooms, 
an office, a kitchen and a foyer 
area. It will be the new home 
for church activities including 
a debt counselling service, 

marriage course, a food bank 
and Alpha courses.

Money for the £1.85m building 
was raised through donations 
from local government, and 
businesses, support from 
the Diocese and fundraising 
activities including gift days, 
bring and buy sales and art 
auctions.

New church opens in Bicester

Above, the congregation and Bishop Colin celebrate the 
opening. Right, the new building. Photographs: Paul Seston

Food Matters: Preparing the 
Ground - see page five
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Reflection
            Wake up to the light

When my Mother died 
a few years ago she 
left me a bit of money 
and I wanted to buy 
something that would 

remind me of her in the context of my 
daily living and praying, writes Colin 
Fletcher. 

As a result I bought this print by 
Craigie Aitchison. To anyone who knows 
his work many of its images are instantly 
recognisable. The background with the 
triangular shape of Goat Fell on the 
Isle of Arran; a single figure on a cross; 
slightly menacing crows, or are they 
ravens, both looking at Christ, and flying 
away from him; palm trees, one of which 
echoes the patterns of many another 
crucifixion; and one of his beloved 
Bedlington terriers. Of the latter, in 
referring to their many appearances in 
this context, he once said: ‘The animals 
are meant to be upset, concerned.  
It’s as though the animal is walking 
along and is suddenly amazed and 
horrified and looks up.  But there are 
the Crucifixions I’ve done where the 
animal is sitting at the foot of the cross 
completely resigned.’

Looking at this picture over the years 
I’m not at all certain what emotions 
are connected with the terrier. It seems 
to me that he’s neither horrified, nor 
resigned, but he is intensely involved 
in all that’s going on.  The last thing 
that he is is some sort of disinterested 
by-stander.

The artist’s use of colour in this 
picture is one of the things that drew 
me to it.  Some of his other crucifixions 
are very definitely set in the night-time 
but this one is in the full glare of the 

midday sun – a fact emphasised by the 
orange orb positioned somewhat oddly 
half way up the hill.  For me that takes 
me into Jesus’s words ‘I thirst’ – the cry 
of someone who is not merely wanting a 
drink but whose whole body is drying up 
through lack of moisture.

Yet in that potentially harsh landscape, 
underlined by the contorted palm tree 
and the birds, there is also a sense of 
well-being and of hope. The dog, the 
‘normal’ palm tree, the use of green and 
the serenity of the one on the cross, all 
speak of the one who could confidently 

commit his life into the hands of his 
Father and who still had time, in the 
midst of his agony, to care for those who 
were looking on.

But, more importantly for me, gold 
is the colour of hope. It’s the colour 
of Easter and of life beyond the grave.  
The crucifixion is never an end, but a 
beginning. All of which becomes a bit 
more curious when you consider that 
Craigie Aitchison was very firm that he 
was not a religious man.  Deeply affected 
by Christianity and Christian Art he was 
not a card-carrying orthodox Christian, 
but he returned to the Crucifixion time 
and again as he explored its spiritual 
depth.

 ‘It is a horrific story’ he once 
said ‘and I think more worth saying 
something about than anything that’s 
happened since.’ All of which reminds 
me how much I’ve got to learn from 
those who explore central themes of our 
faith without wanting, or being able, to 
commit themselves to it.

For myself, as I look at it most days, 
I’m glad that he did.  The Tate Britain 
catalogue entry of ‘Crucifixion 9’, says 
in connection with it, that there is a 
‘timeless, non-historical quality of the 
Crucifixions.  They are both symbol and 
reality, in an eternal present.’

It’s a painting that draws me into 
eternity as I pray, but which always 
connects with the very tangible aspects 
of what it is to be human, as Jesus’s life, 
death and resurrection becomes my 
own.

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is 
Bishop of Dorchester. 

Pictured left is the Indian Crucifixion by 
Craigie Aitchison.  Photo by  KT Bruce. 

‘The crucif ixion is never 
an end, but a beginning.’  

‘It’s a painting that draws 
me into eternity as I pray...’

In my childhood we called it 
‘February Fill-dyke’, but last year 
it seemed that every month filled 

the dykes, and just about everything 
else. Strange, isn’t it, that in a world 
where many long for water to bring life 
to parched ground, our little island is 
virtually submerged in the stuff.
Those who are familiar with the Psalms 
in the Bible will know how worried the 
writers were about the ‘sun that smites 
by day’. 

They saw God as a shield, a kind of 
parasol guarding his people from its 
scorching heat . For them rain was a 
blessing indeed - the ‘early rains’ and 
the ‘latter rains’ which needed to arrive 
regularly to ensure the harvest of the 
fields. Their ideas are echoed in our 
hymns:

He sends the snow in winter, the warmth to 
swell the grain,

The breezes and the sunshine and soft 
refreshing rain.

‘Soft and refreshing’ are not the words 
I would use to describe angry rivers 

bursting their banks, flooding towns and 
villages and ruining people’s homes. 
Looking back at the second wettest year 
on record, we might well hanker for 
those blissful days of hose-pipe bans.

But hey-ho, we’re British, and 
grumbling about the weather is simply a 
national pastime. Deep down we know 
that we’re very privileged to live in a 
part of the world not normally subject 
to extreme weather of any kind. We see 

on television the devastating effects of 
typhoons, tornadoes, bush-fires, blizzards 
and earthquakes in other lands and feel 
sympathy for people who live in constant 
peril of the power of nature. In the end, 
what are a few inches of rain?

All the same, we may sometimes 
wonder why life on earth is so scarily 
unpredictable. Why (people ask) did a 
good and loving God make our planet 
so dangerous to live on? 

I suspect it’s a question with a very 
complex answer. The creation looks 
to us like a process of purposeful 
randomness, from which emerges the 
world as we know it. And, let’s face it, 
it’s the only one we’ve got!

It is only a few weeks since we were 
celebrating the truth that it was into 
this scarily unpredictable and often 
dangerous world that God sent his Son. 
‘The Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us.’ Jesus shared the dangers 
and hazards of human life, both those 
that are ‘natural’ (like a storm on the 
lake) and those that were the product 
of human sin (like his crucifixion). 
Perhaps it is only in a world like this 
that we can really learn to trust the One 
who walks with us through ‘the valley of 
deep darkness’.
 Elizabeth’s maturity strengthening 

Mary’s simple adolescent trust in ‘God 
my Saviour’. Not for the first time, 
thank you, Luke, for humanising the 
mysterious ways of God!

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan 
Advisor on evangelism, former BBC head 

of religious affairs, a broadcaster and 
the author of many books. See www.

davidwinter-author.co.uk  

Thought for 
the Month
By David Winter

Living with risk

Photo: Istock
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News

New honorary 
canons
THE FIVE new honorary canons 
are due to be installed at Christ 
Church Cathedral on Saturday, 
26 January. 
They are The Revd Andrew Blyth 
(Area Dean of Aylesbury and 
Vicar of Holy Trinity, Aylesbury); 
The Revd Andrew Wingfield 
Digby (Vicar of St Andrew’s, 
Oxford); The Revd John Edwards 
(Associate Clergy in the 
Finchampstead and California 
area of Berkshire); The Revd 
Chris Russell (Associate Clergy 
at St Laurence’s, Reading) and  
The Revd Charles Masheder 
(Area Dean of Bicester and Islip 
and Rector of the Ray Valley 
Benefice). They will be installed 
during Evensong at 6pm.  

Order your Real 
Easter Eggs now

THE Real Easter Egg is back 
for the third year running 
giving churchgoers and church 
schools the chance to spread 
the message of Christianity and 
support Fairtrade.
   So far 200,000 of the eggs, 
which include a free activity 
pack and the Easter story, have 
been sold. To order see www.
realeasteregg.co.uk or call 0845 
122 2882 or visit your local 
Fairtrade shop. 

Make a difference 
for PACT
CHILDREN and families charity 
PACT which has strong links with 
the Diocese of Oxford is calling 
on people to take on a challenge 
to support the charity in 2013.
   PACT Pacts could include 
taking part in a sponsored run, 
walk or bike ride, losing weight or 
learning a new skill. Other ideas 
include becoming a Friend of 
PACT or following @PACTcharity 
on Facebook and Twitter and 
helping to raise awareness. 
Money raised will help work at 
children’s centres, community 
projects, adoption and fostering 
services and much more.  To 
find out more email fundraising@
pactcharity.org or call Laura 
Senior on 0118 938 7600.

IN BRIEF

Interactive launch for Lent books

Returning thy neigbhour
CHURCH members are being 
encouraged to sign up for a scheme 
that aims to help vulnerable 
dementia sufferers if they wander 
away from home and get lost.

Neighbourhood Return was 
developed by Rupert McShane, 
(pictured right)  a Consultant 
Psychiatrist at the Oxford 
Health NHS Trust (the trust 
that specialises in mental health 
issues for Oxfordshire) along 
with friends he knows from St 
Margaret’s Church, Lord Ian 
Blair and Ben Simpson, who is 
also on the Thames Valley Police 
Authority.  

Project Manager Deborah 
Ginns has been employed to get 
the scheme up and running. 
The scheme has strong links with 
Neighbourhood Watch.

 It now needs volunteers to 
search for dementia patients who 
go missing and for anyone with 
dementia and their families/
carers to register them for the 
scheme. While it has initially been 
piloted in Oxfordshire, the aim is 
that it will soon be up and running 
in Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, 
Northamptonshire and eventually 
parts of London. Funded so far by 
a National Lottery Silver Dreams 
grant, Neighbourhood Return has 
been described by Prime Minister 
and Witney MP David Cameron as 
“Big Society in Action”.

Ben runs the St Margaret’s 
Institute, a community centre 
where a drop-in centre for those 
with early on-set dementia and 
memory loss takes place two days 
per week. There Rupert, whose 
work involves research and 
consultancy at the Warneford 
Hospital in Littlemore, is involved 
in the drop-in. 

 “About 40,000 people get lost 
for the first time each year in 

England and Wales,” said Rupert, 
who has been involved in research 
with experts from Cambridge. “It 
is one of the causes of dementia 
patients being put into nursing 
homes and we think it is under 
recognised. When someone goes 
missing you find that carers would 
rather not call the police if they 
don’t have to.

“If a person does not get found, 
than you need to inform the 
police, but they already have their 
hands pretty full. It is important 
that the safeguards and protocols 
for interacting with the police are 
right. 

“It’s unlikely a volunteer would 
be called out often but if they 
were called and were able to find 
someone it could make a huge 
difference, helping the spouse 
or other relative to feel better 
supported, by saying there are 
nice people here who want to 
help. It’s also a way of introducing 
people to volunteering.”

THE Christian Aid Co-ordinator 
who has worked with countless 
churches across Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire is 
moving on.

Amy Merone has left the regional 
office to work in the London 
headquarters where she will serve 
as Middle East Communications 
Officer for a year.  Amy was featured 
in the ‘God in the Life of’ section 
of the Door in 2009. She has also 
written articles about Christian Aid’s 
work for the Door, including a ‘God 
in the Life of’ a Christian Aid Week 
collector.  

Amy said: “It has been a genuine 
privilege to work for Christian Aid in the Oxford office for the 
last four years. I have worked with such inspiring and committed 
supporters and colleagues, many of whom have become friends. 
I have incredibly fond memories of the warmth that I have been 
received with when I have spoken about Christian Aid’s work at 
churches within the Oxford diocese. 

“I have lived in Oxford for more than five years and it feels 
like home for me. I will be sad to say goodbye to friends and 
colleagues, and to leave behind such a wonderful and special 
community, but I feel blessed to be taking away such happy 
memories from my time here.”

The impressive role played by 
volunteers throughout 2012 
including during the Olympics 
and Paralympics is inspiring the 
launch of the Love Life Live Lent 
– Be the Change! booklets, which 
takes place at a special reception at 
the Houses of Parliament at 10am 
today (Thursday, January 17). 

The Archbishop of York, Dr 
John Sentamu, and the Rt Hon 
Stephen Timms MP, chair of the 
All Party Parliamentary Group 
on Faith and Society, will give 
speeches encouraging people to 
harness the spirit of the 2012 
Games and “be the change they 
want to see” in their communities 
this Lent.

The speeches will be live-
Tweeted from @LiveLent and 
guests will be encouraged to 
Tweet from the event using the 
hashtag #livelent. The launch 
will be attended by a number 
of MPs and representatives from 
other Christian organisations. 
The Archbishop of York will be 

sending a copy of Love Life Live 
Lent to all 649 MPs so they can 
consider using the booklet in 
their own constituencies.

Love Life Live Lent - Be the 
Change!, written by theologian Dr 
Paula Gooder and her husband 
the Revd Peter Babington, leads 
people through simple daily 
activities to make small but 
revolutionary changes to the 
world around them during Lent 
2013. 

Published by Church House 
Publishing, Love Life Live Lent 
- Be the Change! will be used in 
parishes and schools around the 
country as a way of observing 
the season of Lent - which 
begins on Ash Wednesday (13th 
February 2013) and runs until 
the day before Easter Sunday. It is 
available individually or in packs 
(of 1, 10, 25 for the adults’ version 
ISBN 978 0 7151 4311 7, and 1, 10 
and 50 for the kids’ version ISBN 
978 0 7151 4 3148), from www.
chpublishing.co.uk.

Christian Aid Co-ordinator moves on

@ONLINE
For more see
www.ourturn.org or call 0116 
229 3118

Outstanding award for head

RICHARD Jones, the retired 
headteacher of Hagbourne 
Church of England School 
has been awarded the Lord 
Stevens Award for Outstanding 
Individual Achievement. 

Richard, pictured above, was 
given the award at a dinner just 
before Christmas, with school 
staff, governors and friends. 
He received the award from 
Andrew Davis, also pictured,  
from Community Education.  
This is a national award given 
by Community Education in 
association with the Police 
Community Clubs of Great 
Britain, receiving over 200 
nominations from across the 

UK. 
Julia Sargent, nominating 

Richard,  said: “Richard has 
kept an open mind to new 
initiatives within the education 
sector and adopted those which 
he believed would benefit the 
children and staff, as well as the 
school as a whole. 

“Investing in his staff and 
providing an opportunity to 
update their skills and expertise 
was always a priority for Richard. 
These results have raised 
teaching standards throughout 
the school.” The school’s 
environmental acheivements 
were featured in a picture story 
in the Door last year. 
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An insight to the Divine.  One of the 
greatest icons of choral music
PRINCES RISBOROUGH 

MUSIC SOCIETY 
and 

MARLOW CHORAL SOCIETY
CYGNUS ORCHESTRA of LONDON - 

CONDUCTOR: 
CHRIS GRANT

WYCOMBE SWAN THEATRE, 
HIGH WYCOMBE

SUNDAY 24 MARCH 2013 
at 7.30 pm

Tickets - £12.00 or £16.00 
Box O�  ce: 01494 512000

Concert sponsored by Wycombe 
District Council

VERDI’s 
REQUIEM

CHRISTIAN IN CURRICULUM, CHARACTER AND COMMUNITY

OPEN EVENING
Wednesday 6 March from 4:30-6:30pm

with Principal’s talk at 5:30pm 
www.tkswitney.org.uk

The King’s School a good place to be!

The Best Days of
your life

IAPS, Co-education, Boarding 
and Day, Prep School for children 
aged from three to thirteen years.

Buckinghamshire MK17 0HZ

The Swanbourne House School family style 
boarding house, providing full and fl exi 
boarding, is a place where:
• High academic standards
• Extensive sports coaching
• A myriad of music and drama opportunities
• Exciting activities programme
• Mud, smiles, friends and fun

All come as standard!

Open Mornings
2nd March, 11th May. For details contact 
Mrs C Hollowday
Come and visit; you can be assured of 
a warm welcome. For details contact 
Mrs C Hollowday 01296 720264 
or offi ce@swanbourne.org

www.swanbourne.org

Schools & Education
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IN BRIEF

Twitter campaign to 
continue in Lent 
LAUNCHED in November 2012, 
congregations and clergy in the 12,500 
parishes of the Church of England were 
encouraged to get out their smartphones 
and livetweet the joy and meaning of 
Christmas in a series of 140 character 
messages to the 10 million people who 
make up the UK’s ‘Twitterati’. 
   Preachers tweeted their sermons using 
the hashtag ‘#ChristmasStartsWithChrist’. 
Bishop John was among those who joined 
in, tweeting the sermon he preached from 
Christ Church cathedral. Nationally almost 
9,000 tweets were sent reaching an 
estimated nine million people. The Revd 
Arun Arora, Director of Communications 
for the Archbishops’ Council, said: “We 
are already looking at using Twitter for 
our Lent campaign, LoveLifeLiveLent (@
LiveLent). This was a real team effort with 
Archbishops and Bishops, clergy and laity, 
on Christmas Eve and Christmas day, all 
joining in to proclaim the good news.”

Online pilgrimage
FOLLOW Bishop John’s pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land (February 25 to March 6) 
online. 
   You and your friends and family may 
like to pray for the pilgrims as they walk 
in the steps of Jesus  and read the daily 
online blogposts (wifi permitting) at 
http://oxfordholylandpilgrimage2013.
blogspot.co.uk. 

Dorchester’s Epiphany

IT was standing room only as more than 
500 people packed into Dorchester Abbey 
for an Epiphany service to celebrate the 
contribution of women clergy to the 
Church of England.

In her sermon, the Archdeacon of 
Buckinghamshire, the Ven. Karen 
Gorham, said: “With each woman here 
today there is a unique story. Some of us 
have worked in the Church for many years 
as lay workers, deacons, deaconesses; 
some entered the ordained ministry at 
the end of the long campaign by the 
Movement for the Ordination of Women, 
while others have found their vocation 
more recently and are experiencing a 
Church where men and women are now 
largely selected and trained as equals.”

Archdeacon Karen then told the 
stories of women including Florence 
Nightingale and Catherine Booth from 
the Salvation Army as well as many others 
who have been undersung in a history 
that generally tends to be looked at from 
a patriarchal perspective.

After Communion the Revd Canon 
Rosie Harper, a former professional 
opera singer sang Where you There When 
They Crucified My Lord. The event, held on 
Sunday 6 January, ended with champagne 
and chocolate cake.

HOW might we prepare the ground God 
has given us so that seeds of new life can 
flourish? That’s the question posed by 
a new resource for the Diocese’s “Food 
Matters” campaign in the run up to 
Fairtrade Fortnight (25 February to 10 
March 10).

“Food Matters” is an invitation to 
connect faith and food – to reflect on the 
spiritual significance of the ways we grow, 
share, buy and eat our daily bread. 

“Preparing the Ground”, in conjunction 
with the Food Matters website www.
foodmatters.org.uk, offers practical 
advice for people getting ready to “grow 
their own”, including information about 
composting and water harvesting. It 
contains theological reflection and a 
prayer exercise to help us reflect on 
our connection with the earth “waiting 
patiently to burst into life when the 
growing light of Spring brings its warmth 
… waiting in preparation for the life that 
will come.” 

In honour of Fairtrade Fortnight, it 
also looks at a “preparing the ground” 
composting project undertaken by 
Fairtrade producers on a small island 
where waste disposal is an issue and 
preserving the richness of the soil is a 
must. 

The resource arrives as many churches 
are readying for Fairtrade Fortnight, 
when they’ll be “preparing the ground” 
for justice for small farmers, whether 
by encouraging people to buy Fairtrade 
products or by lobbying MPs to help 
ensure that countries receive the aid 

they need to support smallholders and a 
vibrant agricultural sector.

Fairtrade Fortnight events will be many 
and varied, from a Fairtrade luncheon  
to raise money for a building project 
in Milcombe, North Oxfordshire, to a 
Big Brew coffee morning at Chalfont 
St Peter’s, to a Chocfest at Oriel 
College, with a discussion of Ghanaian 
cocoa cooperative Kuapa Kokoo and a 
chocolate tasting. 

Preparing the ground for Fairtrade

Celebrating Epiphany are, from left, The Revd Dr Amanda Bloor, The Rt Revd Andrew Proud, The 
Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, The Revd Canon Sue Booys, The Ven. Karen Gorham and the Rt Revd Alan 
Wilson.  Photo: Nick Forman

ONLINE @To read Archdeacon Karen’s sermon in 
full see: http://tinyurl.com/aob7aps

ONLINE @For more on Fairtrade Fortnight see 
http://tinyurl.com/c463pkd

Cocoa farming in Ghana Photo: Gary Roberts. 

...deepen your faith by studying 
full time, part time or by 

distance learning

...deepen your ministry through  
engaging with biblical studies,  
doctrine and practical theology

...deepen your vision through  
our post-ordination and  

postgraduate courses

go 
deeper

admissions@stjohns-nottm.ac.uk     
0115 968 3203 quote The Door     
www.stjohns-nottm.ac.uk
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ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE
READING • BERKSHIRE

PRESENTATION COLLEGE
BURSARIES

For Catholic pupils entering Year 7 in September 2013
The Presentation College Trust is generously providing bursarial assistance of up to 

75% of fees, for four Catholic pupils applying for entry into Year 7 in September 2013. 
Applications for The Presentation College Trust bursaries are means tested.

For more information contact the registrar on 0118 966 1000 
or email admissions@sjcr.org.uk

St Joseph’s College is an independent day school for 
boys and girls aged 3 - 18

www.sjcr.org.uk

TheDoorBursaries129x170mmDec2012V2.indd   1 09/01/2013   12:45 pm

To Advertise in the 
The Door Please Call: 

01752 225623 
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February prayer diary
 
Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 
 
“What does the Lord require of you but to 
do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?” Micah 6:8

Friday 1: Bishop’s Council / Standing 
Committee of Oxford Diocesan Board 
of Finance meet today. That Bishop’s 
Council, with its new members, will become 
a group that works well together.
 
Saturday 2: Candlemas
Deanery of Burnham and Slough. For 
the Full Time Area Dean the Revd Rod Cosh 
as he prepares to take up this post.  For 
the mission and ministry of the Deanery, 
in a year that will see several retirements 
and changes.  Associate Area Dean Robin 
Grayson. Lay Chair Mark Johnson, Treasurer 
Bob Chapman, Community Chaplain Allen 
Walker, Faith & Work Development Officer 
Linda Hellier, Lay Ministers: Richard Rooley 
and Michael Wilcockson. EPMM Mark 
Jones, Slough Deaf Church. Chaplains Vera 
Hunt and Roger Williams.

Monday 4: Bishop Justin Welby legally 
becomes the Archbishop of Canterbury 
(though he isn’t enthroned until March 21st) 
as he takes up this key role. For his first 
week in office presiding over the working 
party looking to find a way forward for the 
women bishops legislation. For those who 
hold passionately to opposing views for an 
openess to God and reconciliation. For the 
Working Party that they may find a generally 
acceptable proposal  to present to the 
House of Bishops at the end of the week. 

Tuesday 5: The Jubilee River Group 
Ministry. The Oasis Quiet days for the 
Group Ministry at Dropmore. The group 
parishes supporting one another during an 
impending vacancy.

Wednesday 6: Burnham – Jubilee River 
Group Ministry - Bill Jackson, James Barlow, 
Bob Saunders, Jo Saunders, Michael 
Westney, Mervyn Eden, Malcolm White, 
and LLMs in training Barry Marsten and Ian 
Fordice. Pray for the Cornerstone where 
there is 12 hours of outreach each day. 
Mona Lisa Arts Project working on Olympic 
Legacy at present taking Angels into Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital. Outreach on the Priory 
Estate. Burnham St Peter’s School.

Thursday: National Marriage Week 
begins. Give thanks for marriage and pray 
for the Church as it seeks to uphold the 
value of marriage. Cippenham – Jubilee 
River Group Ministry - Sue Smith, Janet 
Minkkinen and  Rene Baron. For the newly 
Commissioned Lay Eucharistic Ministers, 
Angeline, Jean, Wendy and Christine and for 
the housebound and sick to whom they take 
communion.

Friday 8: The House of Bishops as they 
meet to deliberate on the way forward with 
the Women in the Episcopacy Legislation. 
Eton, Eton Wick and Boveney and Dorney 
– Jubilee River Group Ministry - Lucy 
Holt, Janet Binns. For all those involved in 
leading outreach to children and families 
- the toddler group, summer holiday 
club, All age service planning group and 
children’s leaders. That fund raising for the 

restorationof Dorney Church will generate 
mission opportunities in the parish. Eton 
Porney & Eton Wick Schools. 
 
Saturday:  Hitcham – Jubilee River Group 
Ministry - Nicky Pledger. For the PCC Away 
Day today, for fresh vision in a new season 
and for the Well@Lent Rise charity, serving 
an area of social need, that it will continue to 
grow and develop. 

Monday 11: Diocesan Advisory 
Committee Meeting – Chair: Charles 
Baker, Secretary: Natalie Merry as they 
conduct their monthly meeting advising 
on applications for faculties for the 
maintenance, repair and re-ordering of 
our churches. For the developing work of 
encouraging and supporting local volunteers 
in the care of the precious heritage of our 
fine buildings.   

Tuesday 12: Shrove Tuesday 
Taplow and Dropmore – Jubilee River 
Group Ministry - Alan Dibden. In Taplow for 
the focus on mission and ministry and God’s 
guidance in the development of the Victorian 
building. Give thanks for the on-going life 
of Dropmore Church. St Nicholas School 
Taplow. Bishop Andrew Confirmation in the 
Bracknell Deanery.

Wednesday 13:  Ash Wednesday
For the Diocese as we begin Lent that 
through our Lenten discipline we may all 
grow closer to Jesus and be prepared to live 
His Risen life.

Thursday 14:  Colnbrook & Datchet - 
The Southern Group Ministry - Peter Wyard 
and Martin Davis

Friday 15:  The Bloxham Festival begins 
today.  For all the speakers, stewards and 
organisers.

Horton and Wraysbury - Simon Douglas 
Lane, Mike Miller, Beryl Walters. For Simon 
as he retires from the Benefice and moves 
to the Buckingham area.  For the parishes 
working together during the vacancy which 
started on 1 February and that a suitable 
candidate will to be found in the interviews 
to be held at the end of March. 

Saturday 16: Langley Marish - The 
Southern Group Ministry - Robin Grayson, 
Colin Hartley, Bruce Russell and Bill 
Birmingham. Pray for the outreach of the 
newly constituted Community Magazine 
and for the parish as we look at ways to 
make a difference for good in Christ’s name 
in our community. Bishop Henry Scriven 
Confirmation at the Downe House School

Monday 18:  Upton-Cum-Chalvey- 
The Southern Group Ministry - Andrew 
Allen, Alistair Stewart, Linda Hillier & Julie 
Wearing. A pretty name for the centre of 
Slough with a logo that says “Serving Christ 
across central Slough.” For guidance in 
endeavouring to live this out and also for 
deepening of the ministry of welcome to 
a transitory population. Chipping Norton 
goes into Vacancy. For the Churchwardens 
and PCC members as they prepare a parish 
profile that they will be guided and given 
vision by God.

Tuesday 19: Britwell - The Northern 
Group Ministry - John Chorlton. For the 

development of the youth and children’s 
work led by Cassie Corbitt, the new youth 
worker, and Susan Chorlton. Give thanks for 
the development of the daytime activities – 
coffee morning, Citizens’ Advice, exercise 
class, dance club, Tots, drop-in lunch, two 
youth groups, Foodbank, led by Doris, Jean, 
Trish, Bridget, Christel, Karl, Tim and others.

Wednesday 20: Farnham Royal with 
Hedgerley -  Graham Saunders, Gordon 
Briggs, Helen Chamberlain. Pray for the 
creation of vibrant Christian communities - 
encouraging a willingness to pray and study 
together and for the shaping of confident 
collaborative leadership - building and 
training our mission team.

Thursday 21: Manor Park St John the 
Baptist & Whitby Road St Michael - The 
Northern Group Ministry - Jan Cotman, for 
the multi faith work to flourish and for the 
new Aread Dean, Rod Cosh, and Lay Chair, 
Mark Johnson.

Friday 22: Slough St Paul - The Northern 
Group Ministry. Mike Cotterell. Gilbert David 
& Uzma David. For more staff to meet the 
growing demands of pastoral and outreach 
work and for the way forward for the Church 
re ordering project.  
 
Saturday 23: Stoke Poges - The 
Northern Group Ministry - Harry Latham, 
Charlie Styles and Andrew Parry. For the 
study courses on: Understanding the Bible 
& Parenting Teens, Prayer when life is hard, 
Healing, and Making the most of retirement. 
Pray for pregnant Mums and those with very 
young children to care for. 

Monday 25: Fairtrade Fortnight begins. 
Pray for Bishops John, Colin and Andrew 
and Archdeacon Karen and the pilgrims from 
the Diocese in the Holy Land from today 
until 6 March.

Tuesday 26: Iver – The Eastern Group 
Ministry – Brian Griffiths, George Howard, 
& Jim Dashper. For the churchwardens and 
PCC as they work with the Archdeacon, 
Bishop and the Trustees of Wycliffe Hall to 
fill the vacancy with an appropriate leader.

Wednesday 27: Iver Heath – The 
Eastern Group Ministry - Andrew 
Montgomerie and John Mitchell. For the 
Focus on Faith group - preparing for 
Baptism and Confirmation, that they may 
grow in the faith and in love for Christ. For 
Living Stones-childrens’ work,  for a vision 
for future development.

Thursday 28: Wexham – The Eastern 
Group Ministry - Ros Donovan. Pray for 
Ros and the parish as she approaches 
retirement. For discernment and  wisdom 
in seeking the way ahead and for the ability 
to recognise and honour what has been 
achieved over the last 10 years whilst 
recognising the different ways in which 
people are being called to move forward.
 

 The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.

Sunday 3 February 4th After Epiphany 
Bishop Bill Down Confirmation at St Mathew’s Oxford. Bishop 
Andrew Confirmation at Bradfield College. Bishop Colin 
Confirmation in the Witney Benefice. Bishop Anthony Russell 
Confirmation at St Edward’s School.

Sunday 10 February Transfiguration Sunday
Bishop Alan Confirmation at Wycombe Abbey School. Bishop 
Andrew Confirmation in the New Windsor Team.  

Sunday 17 February  First Sunday in Lent
Pray for leaders and participants of Lent Courses across the 
Diocese. For the Bloxham Festival of Faith and Literature.

Sunday 24 February Second Sunday in Lent 
Bishop David Jennings Confirmation at Summer Fields School. 
Bishop Colin Confirmation at Burford with Fulbrook. 

SUNDAYS

Bound Biographies
helps people write
their life stories, 
producing quality 
illustrated copies for
family and friends. 
DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 
HAVE YOU started
writing and got stuck? 
OR ARE YOU just
thinking about it?
Contact Sally Gray at

Writing Your Life Story?

67 Conway Close, Houghton Regis, Beds
LU5 5SB 

Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132 
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently 
has vacancies and applications 
are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an application form 
are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk 
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

Fine furniture for church and home

Ronald Emett
01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk

Visit me at 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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To Advertise in the 
The Door Please Call: 

01752 225623 
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AS Lynn Everett spoke to 
me, she was preparing to 
cycle around her estate, 
delivering calendars to 50 of 
the children she works with 

at St Matthew’s Church, Reading, writes 
Jo Duckles. 

And the full-time children and families 
worker was also enlisting the help 
of volunteers for their fourth school 
holiday club, set to take place during the 
February half term.

But when Lynn was first taken on by 
St Matthew’s, there was a mainly elderly 

congregation and no regular young 
families attending church. This was a 
key aim of Revd Pads Dolphin, the new 
vicar who came to St Matthew’s in the 
summer of 2011, and while the elderly 
congregation is mainly still there, they 
are now joined by a lively horde of up to 
40 youngsters on a Sunday.

“We started off doing a holiday 
club in October 2011 with 40 to 60 
children coming along and after that 
we launched a Sunday School which we 
do in a ‘Kidz Church’ style. Now we run 
a holiday club in every February and 

October half term to grow 
our ‘Kidz Church.’

“Our fourth one takes place during 
the next February half term and we 
could get over 100 children so I’m 
desperately looking for helpers. We can’t 
do it without helpers and we need a lot 
of them so we do go and ask at other 
churches.  

“I’ll be cycling around tonight 
delivering calendars and next week 
I’ll be taking an activity sheet with 
something a bit different or a bit quirky, 
based on the teaching from Sunday.”

The Sunday school activities 
include teaching and worship but also 
incorporate drama  and games. The 
holiday club includes sports and circus 
skills.”

The work is welcomed on an estate 
where there are not a lot of affordable 
activities for children, apart from the 
Brownies, which meet at St Matthew’s 

and have strong links with the church. 
“I really would like to set up a mid-

week social group for the children to 
build on the relationships we have with 
them.”

When asked what advice Lynn would 
give to anyone who might not have 
loads of experience, but who wants to 
encourage children to their church, she 
quoted the Christian missionary, Heidi 
Baker. “Years ago I heard her say that 
you should start with one and go from 
there. If you find it all a bit daunting, 
we can all do something for one child, 
maybe simply asking how their day was, 
and build from there.

“Sunday school can be really exciting 
and good fun for the children which 
is why I like to do it. They can feel 
exposed in smaller groups so it’s better 
to do worship all together and we get 
them singing and dancing. 

“How you do it really depends on 
your congregation, your area and what 
helpers you have got. I was here for six 
months before I started anything, simply 
researching and looking into what’s 
going on and how you feel you can 
reach the children.” 

Above children learn circus skills and 
below enjoying Sunday school. Photo: St 

Matthew’s, Reading. 

Family

Clubs for kids

The planning has started once again for the UK’s Longest Sponsored Canoe 
Challenge from Witney to Westminster and will take place in May 2013 to raise funds 
for the charity Adventure Plus. 

The event has successfully been completed twice before raising over £40,000 and 
now, they hope they can exceed their previous sponsorship totals. The event attracts 
up to fifty participants for each day, some of those paddling for the whole six days, 
others taking up the challenge for one or two days. 

Team registrations are already coming in so participants are advised to apply soon 
to avoid disappointment. Adventure Plus is a charity which helps over 5,000 children 
and young people each year, including some of the most vulnerable, e.g. those who 
struggle in a school environment. Participants canoe for up to six days (the full 127 
mile trip) down the River Thames with teams ranging from relatively inexperienced to 

professional canoeists. It is a fun challenge for anyone over the age of 11 including 
family teams and the participants are hosted along the way by canoe clubs and 
Churches.

Andy McCulloch, Event Organiser for Adventure Plus said: “This unique event is 
a wonderful opportunity to journey with friends, watch the river change from its rural 
beginnings to a major artery through our capital whilst supporting a great cause. I love 
seeing the impact it has on everyone who takes part.” 

This year, the event is also hoping to attract interest from off-road cyclists and sea 
kayakers to take part in the event as support teams, whilst fundraising themselves. An 
added challenge for the on-shore team of cyclists will be to find their route to London 
maximising the off-road opportunities on the journey. For more information see www.
adventureplus.org.uk or 01993 703308.

Not just the UK’s longest canoe challenge

‘On an estate where there  
are not a lot of affordable 
activities for children’

Competition

Active Gaming Championships

USE colourful wordsearches, jigsaw puzzles and other 
activities to find out the Easter Story in the Bible Reading 
Fellowship’s The Easter Activity Book.

The colourful book tells the events of the last week in 
the life of Jesus, and is perfect for the run-up to Easter, 
especially giving children something to do if it is raining in 
the Easter holidays. 

The Door has three copies of the book, worth £3.99 and 
suitable for children aged five to eight to give away. For 
the chance to win send your entries to The Easter Story 
Competition, the Door, Diocesan Church House, Oxford, 
OX2 0NB, to reach us no later than Friday 8 February.

CHILDREN from St Luke’s Church 
of England School in Maidenhead 
made it into the Active Gaming 

World Championships.
The championships are the 

culmination of a series of after school 
clubs which act as training sessions 
where children get to try a variety of 
sports using a computer device that is 
like a giant version of a Nintendo Wii. 
Long jump, table tennis and archery are 
just some of the activities that take place. 

St Luke’s Headteacher Amanda 
Hough, said: “We are the first school 
to try a pilot of this in Windsor and 
Maidenhead. It’s amazingly popular with 
about 30 children taking part each week. 
Children play against themselves to beat 
their own records and it’s helped give us 
something different to focus on, rather 
than something academic.”

Richard Tweed, a former professional 
footballer, uses his experience of 
professional coaching and sport to teach 
children about competition in a healthy 
way. 

Richard, who set up Active Gaming 
20 months ago, said: “Gaming has a bad 
name and is seen as anti social, with 

children staying in their bedrooms and 
not being active. I decided to introduce 
an initiative to use gaming to get kids 
into sport. It has been so successful and 
people have been so surprised by the 
results.”

The Active Gaming World 
Championships event was attended by 
14 schools across Buckinghamshire and 
Berkshire. 

Richard said: “St Luke’s came second 
in their group which meant they 
qualified for the knock-out stages and 
then the semi finals. In the semi finals 
they lost to Cedar Park Primary School, 
but more than 210 people were chanting 
the school name, which was fantastic for 
the children.

“Kickie Ozimba was the star of the 
night and had everyone captivated by his 
performances in the 110m hurdles. His 
celebration after winning was applauded 
by the crowd. He was named player 
of the tournament and was awarded a 
trophy. Franklin Chipindu was named 
MVP (Most Valuable player) of the term 
along with five other participants and he 
was also awarded with a trophy.”
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The Rectory in Stone provides 
me with a fantastic view 
across to the Chilterns.  In 
fact this is the first home 
I have lived in with such a 

view, which changes with the seasons, 
the weather and the height of my 
hedge!  I have, for a while, sensed that 
my literal view influences the wider 
vision necessary for the work I do as 
Archdeacon across a large area. The 
view seems to broaden and deepen my 
perspective. Therefore with all that in 
mind I planned my first sabbatical after 
17 years in ordained ministry to consider 
the theme of horizons.

My diocesan worldview includes 
the privilege of being connected with 
brothers and sisters in South Africa 
through the Kimberley and Kuruman 
Link so I started off there, with a visit 
to the annual clergy school, funded 
by the Culham Trust in Oxford. This 
conference included clergy from the 
Freestate and Lesotho as well as K & K.  

The African horizon is often flat and 
harsh as is the life of many of those 
ministering in outstations miles from 
anywhere; however the land is also 
stunningly beautiful with vibrant sunsets 
and sunrises, like African spirituality 
with its movement and faith.  After the 
conference being able to see animals 
in the wild in the Kruger National 
Park, from small dung beetles to huge 
elephants; graceful giraffes to colourful 
birds, brought home to me the variety 
and richness of God’s creation.  We 
worship a God of extraordinary detail 
and abundance.

Following a time in South Africa, 
my literal view from my bedroom 
window beckoned and I spent six days 
alone walking the Ridgeway National 

Trail (87 miles).  It was good to get a 
perspective of much of the diocese as 
I walked around the ridge overlooking 
Wiltshire, Berkshire, Oxfordshire and 
Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire.  
Passing power stations, research stations 
and farmland I meditated upon the 
world we inhabit, the journey so far and 
the small part we as humans play in 

God’s unfolding plan.
However my ambition has, from a 

very young age, been to drive a camper 
van around New Zealand and so for 
the third and most significant part 
of my break from the routine of the 
archdeaconry I decided to travel to 
the other side of the world.  I travelled 
with a friend via Hong Kong and drove 
2200 miles from the North Island to the 
South. 

The scenery was breathtaking; at times 
we experienced all four seasons whilst we 
were there, and enjoyed warm hospitality 
wherever we went. My love of the natural 
world drove us to Horizons galore - 
lakesides and waterfalls, to deserted 
unspoilt islands and long undisturbed 

beaches, to fly over mountains and swim 
in thermal pools. The camper van was 
a challenge, though, and sleeping for 
over three weeks cooped up above the 
driver’s cab became a bit uncomfortable.  

It was a great experience and flying 
back via Los Angeles ticked something 
else off my list of things to do. Which 
brings me to the profound moment of 
the trip – God saying to me at the end 
of the five weeks that true contentment 
is not gained by striving for the next 
thing, and the next, but where God has 
placed us and with Christ. A sobering 
thought for all those, who like me, suffer 
wanderlust. 

Finally I rounded off my time by 
putting all the thoughts and concepts 
down in the form of a five-week Lent 
Course which will be trialled by a few 
parishes in Buckinghamshire this year.  
The course takes us from ambition, 
to the cross and beyond and I hope 
people will find it helpful in their own 
pilgrimage.

My sabbatical has been a fantastic 
experience and I am grateful to 
colleagues for covering during my 
absence and for enabling me to gain 
a new perspective beyond my window, 
which I hope will enhance my own 
ministry in the days and years ahead.

The Ven. Karen Gorham  is the 
Archdeacon of Buckinghamshire.

Karen Gorham reflects on how 
her sabbatical helped her seek 
new geographical and spiritual 
horizions.

‘We worship a God of 
extraordinary detail and 
abundance.’

‘...true contentment is not 
found by striving for the 
next thing, and the next...’

Holidays at Home

Holidays Abroad

Insurance

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

ASHBOURNE 
DERBYSHIRE 

 
 

Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

 Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
 www.conifercottage.biz 

01727 751070

 

Dartmouth 
Devon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473 

 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679
www.gable-end.com

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

SNOWDONIA
NEAR BALA

Delightful period riverside cottage
in peaceful surroundings - glorious

views. 3 bedrooms, sleeps 2-6, immac-
ulate throughout. Also 2 bedroom 

cottage style bungalow.
Short Breaks available.

01341 450238

Travel Insurance

CAR
HIRE

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers

GOOD NEWS FOR FEBRUARY
We have negotiated a price freeze on all annual policies 

(max age 85) if purchased before the end of March 2013. This 
means you will get last years price with an extra £20 OFF so Hurry!

(Remember we have no age limit on our single trip cover)

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
Specialist cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

TOP QUALITY ANNUAL AND SINGLE TRIP COVER

FREE MEDICAL SCREENING SERVICE AVAILABLE

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~

0116 272 0500
Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A.

Seeking New Horizons
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THE Archbishops’  Council recommends that all Church of 
England ministers should get a three month sabbatical at 
least once every 10 years. The word sabbatical is derived 
from the same root as Sabbath. This indicates that a 
fundamental purpose of a sabbatical is to have time for rest, 
renewal and re-creation so as to return refreshed in their 
ministry. It is generally envisaged that sabbaticals will include 
three elements: a holiday, a course of study, learning or 
development and a retreat. 

The Diocese of Oxford supports the concept of sabbaticals 
for its ministers. In fact Bishop John is currently on 
sabbatical. There is a process for applying for such a 
break. To find out more about the process contact: Oxford 
Archdeaconry, The Revd Andrew Gregory on 01865 
276663 or email Andrew.gregory@theology.ox.ac.uk; 
Berkshire Archdeaconry, the Revd Catharine Morris on 
01865 208296 or email Catharine.morris@oxford.anglican.
org; Buckingham Archeaconry: The Revd Graham 
Saunders on 01753 643233.

What’s a sabbatical? 

Top left, the view from Stone Rectory. 
Top, Archdeacon Karen behind the wheel 
of her camper van. Above, a giraffe from 
Archdeacon Karen’s safari and right, Bishop 
John, Archdeacon Karen, the Revd Nick 
Molony and The Rt Revd Ossie Swartz, the 
Bishop of Kimberley and Kuruman on a 
previous visit. Left a signpost a little closer 
to home in Buckinghamshire. Photos:  
Archdeacon Karen and others. 

If you, or someone 
you know would like 

more information about 
Gilead or would like to 
make an application, 

please contact: 
Laura Alm  

Tel: 01837 851240 
Fax: 01837 851520 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations
is a Therapeutic 
Community, 

Based on a 300 
acre dairy farm in 
rural Devon, Gilead 
uses the Genesis 
Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 

offering a residential 
rehabilitation 
programme, called 
KEY, for people 
with life-controlling 
addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol 
abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, 
and other addictive 
behaviours. 
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Real Easter Egg 
order Form
Payment by Cheque - Complete the form below and 
return to our office at: The Meaningful Chocolate 
Company Ltd, Broadbent Lodge, 584 Knutsford Road, 
Warrington, WA4 1JE.  Cheques should be made 
payable to ‘The Meaningful Chocolate Company Ltd’. If 
you want to pay by invoice email 
irene@meaningfulchocolate.co.uk

Payment by card - visit www.realeasteregg.co.uk  
Receipt of payment will be sent in all instances. Please 
provide a reliable email address for this purpose.

Free delivery - If ordering 12 eggs or more before the 
11th February 2013 then you qualify for free delivery.  
For orders of 6-12 eggs delivery is £4.95.

m
aking a big chunk of difference™

®

FREE
DELIVERY OFFER

Name of organisation:

Postcode:

Title:      First name:    Surname:

E-Mail:

Contact information

£23.94 per case of  6
Total

The Real Easter Egg 

Postage & Packaging

Grand Total

£4.95 or FREE  (see 
above for details)

(£3.99 per egg)

Church Other (please specify...........................................)

Buy from the official shop at

www.realeasteregg.co.uk

Out of the 80 million chocolate 
Easter Eggs sold each year, The 
Real Easter Egg is the only one to 
tell the Easter story on and in the 
box.

FREE in each box - 
Easter story, activity poster & stickers

Rece
rovi

ree
1tth h
oor o

Naam

Con

pr

FF
111
FFFoF

N

C

Features
•  Free Easter story,activity 
   poster & sticker set        
•  Charity donation
•  Three crosses on the box
•  Mark’s resurrection text
•  Fairtrade chocolate 
•
•

Buy from the officia

 Fair

Visit us on Facebook
Easter is very early this 
year so please act now!
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• Plumbing, electrical
• Handyman & more

0845 22 50 495
www.the50plus.co.uk

- The 50plus - 

Visit the web site for offers
• Free estimates  • Friendly advice
• Pensioner discount   • NICEIC registered
• Gas Safe service in most areas
• Serving domestic & business customers of all ages

Showers, bathrooms and 
kitchens supplied and fitted

The Home of Devenish
Weymouth Dorset

There are 23 Bungalows and 
2 flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services (exclud-
ing Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) pro-
viding they are members of the 
Church of England.

For further information or an application form please contact:

Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish,
Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street,

Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA

Telephone: 01305 813895
www.devenishhomes.org

Registered Charity No. 202400

Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled.

CLEANER NEEDED to help nice American lady, 
Central Oxford, one afternoon per month for 5 hours. Free 
parking. Must be willing to train, & follow instructions. 
Two (2) character references & CRB check prior to hiring. 
Kindly e-mail the following to tjst954@btinternet.com: 
(1) Your name, (2) your address, (3) your phone number, 
and (4) names & phone #’s of two character references. 
Many thanks!

NATIONAL 
FRUIT 
SPECIALISTS

FREE SPECIALIST 
CATALOGUE 
AVAILABLE

Over 300 apple varieties
on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 (4ft)

Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more!

Prices held from 2010
& generous discounts

DEACONS NURSERY
Godshill, Isle of Wight PO38 3HW

01983 840750 (24hrs)
Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

or visit our website
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

There is none like you, O Lord, 
and there is no God besides you, 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

1Ch 17:20 (ESV)
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The Doorpost
Courses, training, conferences and workshops in February 2013.
The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung 
on church  noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to 
Church House.  The deadline for the next issue is Friday 1 February 2013.

Friday 1 February

OXFORD:  The Unicorn Group-
ecumenical discussion group. We meet 
at 1 Canterbury Road at 12:30, (bring a 
packed lunch, hot drinks provided). The 
speaker will be Lady Peggy Chadwick: 
“Theologians I have Known”. Enquiries to 
ellislynda@sky.com

Thursday 7 February

BICESTER:  ‘A day for all to reflect and 
think through how we might engage with 
Holy Week and Easter.’  Hosted by the 
Diocesan DLC, bring a packed lunch, 
hot drink available. The day is free, but 
email simon.jones@merton.ox.ac.uk for a 
booking form.

OXFORD:  Thursday Lunchtime Talks at 
St Giles’ Church, 12:30.  ‘Living in the 
heart of Christ’, Revd Bruce Batstone

Weekends 9, 16 & 24 Feb

SWYNCOMBE:  Snowdrop Teas 
2-4pm at St Botolph’s on Saturdays 
and Sundays.  Homemade country teas 
and a warm rural welcome, stalls with 
homemade cakes, preserves and pickles, 
church goodies, books and gifts. Choral 
Evensong on 24 February at 4:30pm.

Thursday 14 February

OXFORD:  Thursday Lunchtime Talks 
at St Giles’ Church, 12:30.  ‘The love of 
God through some of the teachings of St 
Ignatius’, Kenneth Browne.

Friday 15 February

THAME:  SpiDir Network Day “Using 
Symbol and Metaphor as Agents of 
Healing” with Beau Stevenson. 10:30-
4pm. Thame Barns Centre. Cost £20.  
Further details at soulfriend.org.uk

OXFORD:  The Unicorn Group-
ecumenical discussion group. We meet 
at 1 Canterbury Road at 12:30, (bring a 
packed lunch, hot drinks provided). The 
speaker will be Fr John Baggley: “Icons 

and their Spiritual Significance” Enquiries 
to ellislynda@sky.com

15-17 February

THE AMMERDOWN CENTER:  A 
lent retreat with Fr Daniel O’Leary: The 
Courage to Grow.  Ammerdown Centre, 
Radstock, Bath. Details at  
www.ammerdown.org or 01761 433709

Saturday 16 February

MARLOW:  Concert at All Saints Church 
with The Reading Male Voice Choir 
at 7:30pm. Tickets £10, family £25. 
Bookings: parishoffice@marlowanglican.
org or 01628 481806.

GREAT MISSENDEN:  An illustrated talk 
by Nevil Coulson: “The Inca Civilization: 
a fascinating insight into its Culture and 
History”. Oldham Hall, Church Street, 
7 for 7:30pm. Tickets £8 at the door 
including a drink.

Sundays 17 & 24 February

COTTISFORD:  Snowdrop Sundays at 
St Mary’s, Cottisford, Flora Thompson’s 
Church. Several varieties of snowdrops 
and hellebores will be on sale.  Free cups 
of tea. 2-5pm.

Monday 18 February

READING UNIVERSITY:  Michael 
Ward, author of Narnia Code and 
Planet Narnia will be speaking about the 
theological imagination of C.S.Lewis: 
“The Heavens are Telling the Glory of 
God: C.S. Lewis, Narnia and the Planets” 
Details chaplaincy@reading.ac.uk

Saturday 23 February

EYNSHAM:  Introduction to Enneagram 
(with Consolidation day on 23 March and 
Subtypes day 11 May). 10-4pm, £20 per 
day or £45 for all three. Day is facilitated 
by Josephine Seacombe. Bring your 
packed lunch.  Booking: simonalice@
tiscali.co.uk

Thursday 21 February

OXFORD:  Thursday Lunchtime Talks at 
St Giles’ Church, 12:30.  ‘The Examen: 
Reviewing the Day’, Fr Gerard W Hughes 

Friday 22 February

THE AMMERDOWN CENTRE:  A Led 
Quiet Day with Euan Tait will explore how 
Jesus meets us where we are on our 
journeys. Details at www.ammerdown.org 
or 01761 433709

Wednesday 27 February

TURVILLE:  Healing service with laying 
on of hands and annointing at Holy 
Communion at 10:15am. Details 01491 
571231

Thursday 28 February

OXFORD:  Thursday Lunchtime Talks at 
St Giles’ Church, 12:30.  ‘The Spiritual 
Exercises of Ignatius’, Antonia Lynn

Courses and special events

Services at Christ Church Cathedral
SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee 
in Priory Room); 11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Even-
song.
 
WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy 
Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).

 
AFTER EIGHT SERVICES:  3 February - Are we 
Aliens? Film director and producer Ridley Scott’s credits 
include Alien, Blade Runner, Gladiator and Prometheus. 
In Are We Aliens? Graham Ward looks at how a leading 
film-maker explores what it is to be human.

Tel: 01865 276155     www.chch.ox.ac.uk
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MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH: 
 Following a popular and helpful day last 
year, this day for reflecting and thinking 
through how to engage with Holy Week 
and Easter is being hosted again by the 
Diocesan Liturgical Committee in St 
Edburg’s Bicester.  The day will include 
opportunity to engage with the Holy Week 
and Easter Liturgy as well as thinking 
about family and community involvement.  
Contact Simon Jones for a booking form: 
simon.jones@merton.ox.ac.uk

MINISTRY WITH OLDER PEOPLE:  
Revd Joanna Collicutt leads a day on 
ministry to older people with dementia 
and their carers and loved ones.  With 
an introduction to the medical side of 
dementia before a reflection on the 
theological significance of memory and 
some more practically focused work on 
the spiritual care of people with dementia. 
Saturday 2nd February. 10-4pm (bring 
a packed lunch) at Diocesan Church 
House. Cost £18.

APOLOGETICS:  There seems to be 
a lot of hostility to religion, not least 
Christianity, in the media at the moment. 
How do we hear what is being said and 
make a thoughtful response? The day, led 
by Revd Canon Peter Ballantine and Revd 
Mike Rayner, will look at the New Atheism, 
issues of science and how far the Jesus 
story is trustworthy amongst others - 
bring your own issues!  2 March, 10-4pm 
(bring a packed lunch) at Diocesan 
Church House. Cost £18.

Information Event
Wednesday 6th February 2013
Wednesday 6th March 2013

To Advertise in the 
The Door Please Call: 

01752 225623 
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The first signs of Spring  
are starting to appear – the 
daffodils and crocuses 
beginning to show themselves, 
the days slowly lengthening – 
and many of us start to think  
of getting out and about or taking 
holidays.  

This can also be a good time to plan some 
time out, time to find a place of reflection, a 
time of peace and stillness, to draw aside 
and listen to the still small voice in the quiet 
of our soul’s rest.  Taking a retreat can be a 
wonderful way to help us do this.
If you have not been on a retreat before, 
you could be wondering just how you go 
about it.  Is it for me?  Will I be comfortable?  
Can I find a place that will help me get 
closer to God?  Even if you have been on 
retreat before, these questions can arise.  

Whether you are confident or a bit more 
tentative in your faith, the good news is that 
there are a wide range of retreats available 
with something suitable for just about 
everyone.
Easter and Lenten retreats, prayer retreats, 
a retreat offering support in difficult times, a 
biblically themed retreat, individual guided 
retreats, retreats for groups, retreats for 
those new to retreats and for those who 
regularly enjoy retreats – there really is an 
almost endless list.
Retreats, like people, come in all shapes 
and sizes, and in many different settings 
throughout the UK.  Some take place in 
Abbeys and other communities that have 
traditions of prayer stretching through the 
centuries.  Stately homes are sometimes 
converted  to become centres for retreat, 
and sometimes more modern purpose built 
centres are used.
 Retreats can be in the countryside or in 
towns.  You may have the opportunity to 
use libraries, chapels, prayer rooms and 
sitting rooms, or perhaps to enjoy beautiful 
grounds and gardens.  Themed retreats 
may have facilities such as an art room, or 
opportunities for counselling or a relaxing 
massage.  There is a lot on offer for you to 
choose from.
In common to all retreat centres is a warm 
hospitality in the broadest sense of the 
word. Although each will follow its own 
traditions within the Christian faith, all 
have the same approach to their guests 
(or ‘retreatants’) – to create a comfortable 
space that will best enable them to explore 
their journey with God, in whatever ways 

are helpful. In most centres there will also 
be someone available with whom to discuss 
issues that may arise during the retreat in a 
safe and confidential way.
You may also be looking for someone 
with whom to share your faith journey – a 
companion, also known as a spiritual 
director or mentor. This is a great way to 
focus regularly on where you feel God is at 
work in your life (in the good times as well 
as the wilderness times!) in the company 
of a trained individual who will listen to you 
sensitively and, where appropriate, share 
insights or give gentle guidance for the way 
ahead.

If you are thinking about a retreat for the 
first time in 2013 or are looking for some 
advice about going on retreat or finding a 
spiritual companion, the Retreat Association 
offers plenty of guidance, helping to make 
your pathway to finding space for God as 
smooth as possible. 

For more information check out The 
Retreat Association website www.
retreats.org.uk, info@retreats.org.uk, 
01494 433004.

We practise and teach Christian
contemplative meditation at 
residential and day courses 

at our centre in Dorchester and at 
other retreat centres   in the UK.

We use meditative sentences to still the mind, to focus our attention  
on God, and to serve as channels through which the power  

of the Spirit can enter our hearts.
Our members also gather in local groups.   

For further details please contact: 
The Secretary, The Fellowship of Meditation

8 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1PW. 
Tel: (01305) 251396

E: fellowship.meditation@virgin.net
W: www.fellowshipofmeditation.org

UK Reg Charity No: 213323

The Fellowship of Meditation

a Christian-based organisation

Th e Fellowship of 
Contemplative Prayer

The fellowship follows a biblically-based 
method of Contemplative Prayer and 
holds silent retreats and quiet days 
throughout the country

Retreat and Quiet Day Packs
Looking for a retreat... or a quiet day? If you are unable to 
get to a Retreat or Quiet Day near you, these packs are 
available to help you. The packs enable groups or individuals 
to run their own at a minimal cost. Each pack contains a CD, 
supporting literature and leafl ets. The following are available:-

Lent 1 - ‘My hour has not yet come’
Lent 2 - ‘Follow me’

Advent 1 - ‘Do not be afraid’
Advent 2 - ‘At the name of Jesus’

For any season - ‘Springs of living waters’

Home-based Retreat - ‘Listen’

Each pack costs £6 or £5 for more than one
Send a cheque made out to ‘FCP’ to:

The Administrator,
Cedar Cottage, Tanyard Lane, Chelwood Gate, 

W.Sussex  RH17 7LY

Or phone the Administrator: 01825 740 800
Visit the website for more details:

www.contemplative-prayer.org.uk

Creating space for God in 2013

Do you...
• Wish for some quiet time?

• Want a weekend to develop your interests?

• Long to know more about prayer?

• Need some time for reflection away  
from work or family?

• Want to deepen your spiritual life?

Then a retreat might be just right for you.

Advertisement Feature
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Feature

Contemplating the face of Christ

To pray the rosary, Pope John 
Paul II said, is ‘nothing other 
than to contemplate with 
Mary the face of Christ’.  
For some people, the rosary 

is associated with a perception of 
Roman Catholicism as superstitious and 
lacking in scriptural rigour.  It is worth 
remembering, then, that the prayer 
known as the Hail Mary, which forms 
the basis of the rosary, is centred on two 
famous verses of St Luke’s Gospel, the 
greetings of Gabriel and of Elizabeth to 
Mary: ‘Hail, O favoured one, the Lord 
is with you!’  ‘Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb!’

Like most of the great Christian forms 
of prayer, the rosary is firmly rooted in 
Scripture.  Christians have always prayed 
Scripture as well as reading and studying 
it.  But, also like most of the great 
Christian forms of prayer, the rosary can 
take us beyond the words of Scripture, 
and bring us face to face with the Word 
himself, Jesus Christ.  This is why it has 
been used and loved by such a huge 
number of Christians – of surprisingly 
varied backgrounds.

The rosary is usually prayed on a 
special string of beads divided into 
five ‘decades’ or sets of ten (see 
box). Each ‘decade’ is devoted to 
meditation on a particular ‘mystery’, 
an event from the life of Jesus. There 
are three traditional sets of mysteries, 
the ‘Joyful’, the ‘Sorrowful’, and the 
‘Glorious’, concerned respectively with 
events surrounding his life, death, 
and resurrection. To these John Paul 

II added a further set, the ‘Luminous 
Mysteries’, focusing on Jesus’s earthly 
ministry. Usually, one set of mysteries is 
prayed at a time, which means working 
one’s way all the round the string of 
beads once (this takes about 15–20 
minutes).

Like all forms of prayer, reciting 
the rosary takes some time to become 
familiar enough to feel ‘natural’, but 
once it does so, the experience of 
entering imaginatively into the central 
events of our Lord’s life can be a very 
powerful one indeed. This is all the 
more so if, occasionally, you have the 
time to pray a ‘complete chaplet’, 
consisting of all three sets of mysteries 
in sequence. The effect of this kind of 
meditation, accompanied by the words 
of the Hail Mary, can be the very striking 
one that Pope John Paul spoke of – that 
of ‘contemplating with Mary the face of 
Christ’.

Part of the rosary’s appeal is that it is 
simple and versatile. In the days before 
widespread literacy it was recommended 
for use by those unable to read because 
it consists of only a few simple prayers 
(mostly, the Hail Mary, the Lord’s 
Prayer, and the Gloria) which are easy to 
learn by heart.  Today, this simplicity still 
makes the rosary a very ‘portable’ form 
of prayer.  If you do not have a set of 
beads with you, the decades can easily be 
counted on fingers instead.

The rosary can be said communally 
as well as individually.  In our church 
we have had a rosary group that has 
met on Saturday mornings to pray the 
rosary, sometimes using meditations 
for the mysteries written by members 
of the group. This is a very simple, but 
surprisingly powerful, act of corporate 
worship.

Another increasing trend is for people 
to use the rosary as a contemplative 
rather than a meditative form of prayer. 
This means that rather than using the 
mysteries to think about the life of 
Christ, we instead use the words of the 
prayers as a focus, to help us rest quietly 
in the presence of God. Used in this way, 
the rosary resembles the Jesus Prayer, 
which also uses verbal repetition to 
enable us to ‘be still, and know that God 
is God’.  (See then October 2012 edition 

of the Door for a personal reflection 
on the use of the Jesus Prayer.) It is 
in this way that I most often use the 
rosary myself, and I have found the 
combination of the repetition of the 
words and the counting of the beads 
more helpful than any other form of 
prayer in helping me to be silent before 
God.

The rosary will always present 
difficulties for some Christians because 
of its openly Catholic understanding 
of the doctrine of 
the Communion 
of Saints.  The 
Hail Mary asks for 
Mary’s intercession, 
and the traditional 
mysteries include 
the Assumption 

of Mary into Heaven.  Various 
modifications have been suggested 
to accommodate more Protestant 
approaches, from alternative sets of 
mysteries to ‘ecumenical rosaries’ 
that replace the Hail Mary with other 
prayers.

Yet it should be said that many 
Anglicans, including a small but 
significant number of Evangelicals, have 
found the rosary in its traditional form 
a tremendously valuable way of praying 
– just as it has been found over 500 
years by Christians of other traditions.  
As one Lutheran minister has written, 
‘When the rosary is said, truth sinks into 
the subconscious like a slow and steady 
downpour’.

The Revd Richard Frith is Assistant 
Curate of St Mary Magdalen, Oxford.

The Rosary
• According to legend, the rosary was given by the Blessed Virgin to St 

Dominic in the year 1214
• The rosary is of medieval origin, and reached its current form in the 

sixteenth century.  But the Christian practice of using prayer beads is 
much more ancient, and may have been brought to Europe by Crusaders 
returning from the Holy Land

• The basic pattern for saying the rosary is to begin on the crucifix of the 
rosary beads with the Apostles’ Creed, then to start each decade with the 
Lord’s Prayer, say the words of the Hail Mary on each bead of the decade, 
and end each decade with the Gloria (‘Glory be to the Father ...’).

• There are various helpful online guides to saying the rosary, for example 
www.rosary-center.org/howto.htm

• Another good place to start is Robert Llewelyn’s book A Doorway to 
Silence: The Contemplative Use of the Rosary (DLT, 1986) – out of 
print, but easily available secondhand on Amazon

• Rosary beads are now widely available online, as well as at many 
Christian bookshops, cathedral shops, etc.

• There are also various rosary apps for smartphones!  The iRosary for 
iPhone is recommended.

Richard Frith on how an ancient 
prayer tool is finding a practical 
use among modern day Christians 
in an Oxford church.

‘The rosary can take 
us beyond the words of 
Scripture, and bring us face 
to face with the Word himself, 
Jesus Christ.’

‘When the rosary is 
said, truth sinks into the 
subconscious like a slow and 
steady downpour.’

Photo: iStockphoto

Creating space for God in 2013
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 Arts

ROWAN Williams, 
who ended his 
10 year role 
as Archbishop 
of Canterbury 
last month, has 
faced numerous 
challenges within 
the Church of 
England. 
Now, as he 
moves on as 
Baron Williams 

of Oystermouth after being given a 
life peerage by the Queen, Andrew 
Goddard examines how he has coped 
with the issues of a divided church in 
a rapidly changing world. Goddard 
draws from Dr Williams’s speeches 
and writings as well as interviews 
and comments from those who have 
worked with him. He examines what 
sort of leader he has been and what 
legacy he has left for his successor 
Justin Welby.
   The Door has three copies of the 
book, published by Lion Hudson 
and worth £9.99 to give away in this 
month’s prize draw. To be in with a 
chance of winning send your name 
and address to Rowan Competition, 
the Door, Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey Lane, North Hinksey, 
Oxford, OX2 0NB to reach us no 
later than Friday 8 February.   

Competition Tree of LIFE

Dorchester Abbey will be hosting 
a special programme of events 
during Lent. The focal point will 

be an exhibition of paintings on the 
Tree of Life by Caroline Meynell, around 
which a series of Sunday evening talks 
has been arranged.    

The exhibition opens on Ash 
Wednesday 13th February, and will 
transform an area within the Abbey 
into a contemplative space.   Caroline 
Meynell brings a fresh approach to the 
well-known theme of the Tree of Life.  
She says “More often than not the Tree 
of Life is a stylised single painting. This 
time I have reinterpreted the theme.   
Instead of one single painting, there 
are twelve canvases, each depicting a 
different aspect in the life of a tree, 
culminating in a large painting of the 

Tree of Life itself.”    
The paintings for this series, like the 

trees themselves, took time to evolve. 
Begun in 2004 the final work was 
completed in 2011.  The timing of the 
exhibition is in itself significant, as the 
paintings lend themselves to the themes 
of Lent and Easter, reflecting upon life, 
death and resurrection.    

The artist gives the first talk on Sunday 
17th February, when she introduces 
the exhibition, following Evensong at 
6pm.    The following week, on Sunday 
24th February Lord Harries, the former 
Bishop of Oxford, gives the talk at 6pm 
followed by a short Taizé Service.    

 The combination of the exhibition 
and the talks promises to be a unique 
spiritual journey during Lent.

Exhibition is open daily from  Ash 
Wednesday 13th February -  Wednesday 
20th March, at Dorchester Abbey, OX10 
7HH. For full details of opening times 
and talks: www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk 
or 01865 340007

150 years

The Church Times is to celebrate 
its 150th anniversary with a Gala 
Dinner on the opening night 

of the Bloxham Festival of Faith and 
Literature this month.

The dinner is the first event of the 
weekend long festival, which runs 
from 15-17 February and takes place 
at Bloxham School. The after-dinner 
speaker is Bishop Stephen Cottrell, who 

was Bishop of Reading before becoming 
Bishop of Chelmsford in 2010. 

“The Church Times is a remarkable 
paper, and it’s a great privilege to 
be editor as it celebrates its 150th 
anniversary,” says Paul Handley. 

“The paper’s birthplace was Piccadilly, 
but its heart was in Oxford, and it 
committed itself to defending the High 
Church movement that had begun there 
30 years before the paper’s founding 
in 1863. In the last half-century, its 
sympathies have broadened, so that it 
now caters for the whole of the C of E. 
(Well the sensible bits at least.) And, 
like other people, it has got bored with 
church politics, so that it carries more 
general and international news and 
comment, arts and book reviews.” 

Paul is very much looking forward to 
the Festival, which started at St Mary’s 
Church in 2011 and is now sponsored 
by the paper. “Coming to Bloxham for 
a weekend of literary discussion and 
illumination is a great treat in the midst 
of these celebrations, especially in such 
a comfortable setting, and we’re looking 
forward to meeting some of the authors 
we write about each week. These are 
the sorts of contacts that keep us going, 
and what make the Church an endlessly 
exciting place.”

Tickets for the dinner cost £20 
including wine, and are on sale, along 
with all the tickets to the Festival, at 
www.bloxhamfaithandliterature.co.uk 
(where you can find the programme in 
full) or by phone on 0845 017 6965.

Advertisement
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The spring will come

Comings and Goings:
 
The Revd Angela Thompson has 
been given Permission to Officiate; The 
Revd Gill Barrow will leave her post as 
Assistant Curate on the Gainsborough 
and Morton Team and become the 
Rector of Wolverton; The Revd David 
Jones is relinquishing his Permission to 
Officiate; The Revd Canon John De Wit 
has been given permission to officiate; 
The Revd Keith Knee-Robinson will 
finish as Assistant Curate at Caversham, 
Thameside and Mapledurham and be 

given Permission to Officate; The Revd 
David Cleugh will finish as Curate 
in Dorchester; The Revd Beatrice 
Pearson will retire from the post of Team 
Vicar, Loddon Reach; The Revd David 
West will retire from his post as Vicar 
of Christ Church, Reading; The Revd 
Philip Watts will finish as Assistant 
Curate in Binfield and become Priest in 
Charge of St Lawrence’s, Waltham; The 
Revd John Durant is to finish as Army 
Forces Chaplain in Didcot and become 
Vicar of Wantage. 

February is surely the bleakest 
month of the year, when physical 
and mental reserves are at their 

lowest. Although the days are getting 
longer, spring still seems far away. It 
often also marks the beginning of Lent, 
as it does this year. For many of us Lent 
suggests an effort at self discipline, 
particularly in food and drink. It is 
time to shed the pounds gained over 
Christmas and New and Year and get in 
shape for warmer times. 

This is not just an exercise in 
vanity, a diet in Lent can take on 
spiritual significance. Fasting is not 
a punishment, but a purification, an 
exercise in self restraint that leads to 
increased dependence on God as the 
source of all goodness. 

Seasonal vegetables are leeks, savoy 
cabbage, carrots, kale and the last of 
the sprouts. Vegetables can be boring 
steamed, so think soup, juice and stir-
fries. Fresh greens remind us of the 
goodness deep down in natural things. 
The mediaeval abbess Hildegard of 
Bingen wrote of viriditas, literally, 
greenness, as an aspect of the divine 
nature. She associates it with growth, 
vitality and health. God is a green God, 
if by that we mean God does not create 
life meanly or grudgingly or with limits. 

It is the nature of living things to 
grow and flourish. We, too are meant to 
grow and flourish, God desires us to be 
whole as well as holy. So there is much 
to be said at this time of year for a diet 
rich in green things, and for letting 
the abundance of green be a source of 
reflection on the wonderful capacity for 
growth, vitality and health that lies in 
the natural world. The earth may still 
be hard and the fields bare, but the 
goodness of God, God’s viriditas is still 
available, perhaps even more so when 
we try to live less indulgently. 

Eating green helps to reveal to us the 
force which runs through the universe, 
pressurizing and patterning all natural 
things towards greater complexity and 
greater fruitfulness. Of course the 
spring will come at last, but in Lent we 
have a foretaste that can get us through 
the end of winter. 

The Revd Canon Angela Tilby is 
Diocesan Canon of Christ Church 
Cathedral. 

‘Hildegard of Bingen 
wrote of... greenness as an 
aspect of the divine nature.’

A full page of letters please
During the years of my full-time parish ministry in the Oxford 
Diocese – Aylsebury, then Buckingham and then Amersham 
deaneries, 1967 to 1995, the Door included, if I remember rightly, 
a full page for letters from readers. In this way the Door was, to 
use the words of the Revd Graham Sykes, Chairman of the Door’s 
Editorial Support Group, ‘a medium to share ideas, celebrate the 
good that is happening and conduct gracious debate’. 
   Since returning to the Diocese in 2010 I have found the letters 
section relegated to a single column on the inside back page, 
usually a single letter. May we now please see a return to the 
letters being a significant part of the diocesan newspaper? 
   Julian Harford, Faringdon. 
The Editorial Group is grateful for these observations which 
help us in our monthly deliberations. The placing of the 
comments page and the prayer diary are presently under 
review.    What do other readers think? The Revd Graham 
Sykes. 
  Within reason, we run all of the letters that are sent in to us. 
Please keep them coming and provided they are within legal 
and ethical limits, and they make sense, we will run them. Jo 
Duckles, Editor. 

Excellent coverage
I write to praise your excellent coverage of the issue of 
women bishops in the last edition of the Door.
   I have, like the silent majority, sat on the sidelines and 
watched the Church of England debate women bishops, 
assuming that, in time, the right conclusion would be 
reached. I have been understanding and prayerful as I 
patiently watched a very Anglican process of desperate 
compromise (inexplicable to people outside our Church) 
and was stunned when, after all this hard work, those 
opposed felt more discussion was needed.
   The extraordinary numbers who crowded into Dorchester 
Abbey to celebrate women’s ministry at Epiphany 
demonstrate clearly that the time has come for change and 
that we all, whatever our feelings on the matter, should 
demonstrate to the outside world that we, both individually 
and as a Church, can take a leap of faith.
Steph Forman, Lay person, Dorchester Abbey

Who WANTS to be a Bishop?
I am a Unitarian who went to the beautiful Epiphany 
service at Dorchester Abbey in support of those ordained 
and lay women who have joined Enneagram workshops. 
(The Enneagram, which means a model of nine, is probably 
the oldest personality framework and has a strong spiritual 
emphasis.) 
   From the bells that greeted us, to the bubbly that sent 
us on our way, it was a truly memorable occasion. There 
was fabulous symbolism and a joyful celebration. (With its 
own Three Wise Men!) The service made me proud to be 
a woman. 
   My background includes some years at Saatchi & 
Saatchi the advertising agency. One of the senior 
women planners was quoted as saying ‘What sensible 
woman WANTS to run an advertising agency?’. I guess 
most of the women priests who were at or represented 
at Dorcheter Abbey may not want to be a bishop, but 
understandably, they don’t like being told they may not be 
one. 
Josephine Seccombe, Oxford. Josephine is a trained 
Enneagram facilitator who runs regular workshops in the 
Oxford Diocese.

Thank goodness for Norman Russell
I read with great sadness the responses in three of the 
articles regarding Women Bishops. (Stable Door, January 
2013.) There were four Bishops apologising for the result, 
one lady condemning outright the result in strong feminist 
language and one proclaiming how we had failed society 
and those that did not agree with her were ‘dissenters’.          
Thank goodness for Norman Russell’s balanced and 
hopeful view of the future and the resolution of this 
situation. We now have Pastoral visitors, ‘Flying Bishops’ 
who look after those parishes and vicars who need their 
support. I have never heard a Bishop complain that they 
are undermining their authority.
   However my concern is that Christ told us the only 
unforgiveable sin is denial of the Holy Spirit. We were all asked 
to pray for this and we did week after week and daily in our own 
prayers. If those who lead us are not prepared to accept the 
power of prayer or The Holy Spirit where do we go from here? 
Should we have been told what to tell the Holy Spirit to do, 

The packed Epiphany Service at Dorchester Abbey Photo: Nick Forman

rather than “Thy will be done,” or do we follow like sheep a society that 
is happy for anything and everything as long as it doesn’t affect them? 
This is a time for faith and leadership. Where do we get it, God or man?
   David Croton, Henley.

Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by 
email to jo.duckles.oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters at the 
Door, Oxford Diocese Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford. OX2 
0NB. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions.
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God in the life of... 

Nigel, 54, grew up in 
Chinnor, where he learnt 
the art of bell ringing at 
St Andrew’s Church. He 
still regularly visits the 

Oxfordshire village, where his mother 
and brother and one of his sisters still 
live. 

“I used to sing in the choir too,” 
says Nigel. He remembers how he first 
developed an appreciation for bells. 
“When I was quite small I used to visit 
my grandparents in Warwick. They lived 
near St Nicholas Church where I would 
hear the ring of eight. In 1969 a friend 
at St Andrew’s CE Primary School in 
Chinnor said let’s learn to ring, so I 
learnt to ring in 1970. I was 11.

“It’s a challenge mentally as the 
patterns we ring become more complex. 
When you are ringing huge bells it can 
be a challenge physically as well. It is 
a nice noise from the point of view of 
a ringer and from the point of view of 
most members of the general public.” 
He is clearly not impressed when he is 
asked to put sound control devices on 
bells for those parishes where residents 
are not so keen on the sounds of 
church  bells. “We have restored bells 
and installed sound control and villagers 
have complained about the sound of 
bells being too quiet.”

Whatever your view, church bells are 
traditionally rung to signify to people 
that it is time to attend church for 
worship and in some places are rung 
at 6am, noon and 6pm as a call for 

people to say the Lord’s Prayer, take 
communion and say, or sing, evensong. 

Nigel says: “I think bell-ringing serves 
its purpose making people aware of the 
church. It’s the voice of the church and 
it’s calling people to church. Even if it is 
just one bell ringing for five minutes you 
know there is a service about to start.” 

Nigel remembers childhood days 
cycling around Oxfordshire villages with 
friends and getting permission from 
vicars to climb bell towers. “They used 
to say yes, but it was at our own risk. 
We could examine the bells and take 

measurements.” 
As well as developing a passion for 

singing and bell ringing at an early age 
Nigel says he has also always believed 
in Christianity.  “I questioned aspects 
of faith when I was in my teens, but I 
always believed and went to church. 
When I moved to London to work at 
Whitechapel Bell Foundry I went to St 
Mary’s Church in Bourne Street, Sloane 
Square and I loved it. 

 “Like most people, I wonder what 
there is on the ‘other side’. I believe 
in an after-life but I don’t know what 

form it takes. I have always accepted 
that there is a great creator and I accept 
that Jesus is who he says he is. If you 
profess to be a Christian, I believe this is 
a prerequisite.” 

Nigel, who has four children,  has 
worked at the Whitechapel Bell Foundry 
in Whitechapel Road, London since he 
was 18. He had applied for two jobs in 
the civil service but wanted to try his 
hand at bell founding, and found he 
loved the job so much he stayed. The 
tower bell production manager’s work 
includes moulding, inscriptions, tuning, 
design and manufacturing. He says the 
techniques used have not changed in 
the time he has been at Whitechapel. 

“The market has shrunk. There is 
not the level of demand for bell work 
as there was and we do a lot of work 
for the United States. A lot of their 
bell towers weren’t designed for full 
circle bell ringing and they have the 
additional work of strengthening them. 
Whitechapel is one of just two bell 
foundries left in the UK, the other one 
being based in Loughborough. 

Nigel’s other hobbies include his 
model railway, which has its own bell 
foundry. “I can play the piano, albeit 
badly and I love music. I listen to a 
lot of Baroque, modernist avant garde 
and atonal music,” he says.  He now 
lives in Rayleigh, Essex and worships 
in Downham, which he describes as 
‘middle of the road with a propensity 
towards high church’.  “It suits my 
partner and me. We ring the bells there 
on Sunday mornings.” 

Bell maker Nigel Taylor tells 
Jo Duckles how learning to 
ring in the 1970s sparked a 
lifelong passion for bells and 
bellfounding.

‘He remembers childhood 
days cycling around villages 
getting permission from 
vicars to climb bell towers.’
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‘It’s a challenge mentally 
as the patterns we ring 
become more complex.’

 Nigel inscribes a bell mould. 

For more on bell ringing see 
www.odg.org.uk

Arranging a funeral is a stressful 
and demanding time.
Five generations of experience:
we know we will make a 
difference.

Reading head office  0118 957 3650
Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell,
Henley-on-Thames, Thatcham

www.abwalker.co.uk

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
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3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
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CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD0213

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN
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Thousands of CDs and DVDs at only £9.97
And thousands of CDs and DVDs now have FREE POSTAGE

Check out thousands of amazing books and DVDs...

Do your shopping 
in comfort and confidence 
at Cross Rhythms Direct.  
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Advertising Feature

In times of need
The loss of a loved one can be an emotional as well 
as stressful time. There are many professionals who 
can ease the burden of preparation for a funeral with 
their expertise and personal service. There can be a 
lot to arrange in a very short time whether or not its 
a church service or one at the crematorium. Funeral 
Directors have the experience, very often through 
several generations of the same family, to provide a 
fitting tribute to your lost one. 


